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Bed tax, tourism spending OK’d
COUNTY: Legislature
votes to maintain
4 percent tax 
on motel stays.
BY JIM KRENCIK
jim.krencik@journal-register.com

The county will continue
to impose a 4 percent tax on
stays to hotels and motels in
2012 to pay for tourism
efforts. County lawmakers
approved the tax Wednes-
day by a 6-1 vote.

County officials said the
tax continuation will pay
for promotion of the coun-
ty as one of the region’s
premier fishing destina-
tions. Legislator Don All-
port, who voted “no,” esti-
mated that tourists coming
to fish account for nearly
half of the $22 million in
annual tourism revenue
received by the county.

County Chief Administra-
tive Officer Chuck Nesbitt
said the county expects to
raise $27,500 in bed taxes

this year, which will go
towards paying for a 1-mile
easement on the Oak
Orchard River, tourism
materials and advertising, as
well as a portion of the
tourism coordinator’s salary.

Motel owners Dorothy
Daniels of Albion and
Ralph Dollinger of Medina,
whose businesses bear the
burden of the tax, ques-
tioned its continuation and
asked for more transparen-
cy in how the funds were
generated and spent.

“We’ve never had anyone
from the county ask how
our business is growing,”
Daniels said. “We get the
same fishing customers
every year — they are very
loyal. But bed tax income
should be increasing.”

Nesbitt, who said the
county has seen a growth in
local fishing license sales
from out of state visitors,
warned that removing the
tax — and the resulting
tourism spending — would
have a negative effect.

“Give it a shot,” Dollinger
responded.

Allport, who also voted
against a measure to contin-
ue an increase in the Emer-
gency Management Direc-
tor position’s work hours,
offered a similar view.

“I feel that if we remove
fees and hidden taxes we
will get more people to
come here,” Allport said.
“We’ll make the lost rev-
enue up from increased
sales tax revenue.”

SEE COUNTY ON PAGE 5
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MASSIVE COLLECTION: The Albion FFA on Saturday delivered more than 9,000 pounds of food
collected from Orleans County farmers this year to benefit Community Action and local food
pantries and soup kitchens. Students took in and delivered donations of cabbage, squash,
onions, snap beans, apples, potatoes and citrus from the farmers at Root Brothers, Kludt
Brothers, Panek’s, Steve Nesbitt’s, Triple G Farms, Don and Dorothy Jean Bentley, Brown’s, the
Medina FFA and the Albion MS FFA. In addition, Orleans County Farm Bureau donated funds to
purchase hams through Pawlak’s Save-A-Lot. Students posed with the bounty prior to the
donation.

Obama
salutes
troops
WAR: President seeks to
pronounce a noble end
to nine-year fight.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FORT BRAGG, N.C.  — Pres-
ident Barack Obama on
Wednesday saluted troops
returning from Iraq, asserting
that the nearly nine-year con-
flict was ending honorably, “not
with a final battle, but with a
final march toward home.”

Marking the conclusion of
the war at a military base
that’s seen more than 200
deaths from fighting in Iraq,
Obama never tried to declare
victory. It was a war that he
opposed from the start, inher-
ited as president and is now
bringing to a close, leaving
behind an Iraq still struggling.

But he sought to pronounce
a noble end to a fight that has
cost nearly 4,500 American
lives and more than 100,000
Iraqi lives.

“The war in Iraq will soon
belong to history, and your
service belongs to the ages,”
he said, applauding their
“extraordinary achievement.”

All U.S. troops are to be out
of Iraq Dec. 31, though Obama
has pledged the U.S. will con-
tinue civilian assistance for
Iraq as it faces an uncertain
future in a volatile region of
the world. Even as majorities
in the U.S. public favor ending
the war, some Republicans
have criticized the withdraw-
al, arguing that Obama is leav-
ing behind an unstable Iraq
that could hurt U.S. interests
and fall subject to influence
from neighboring Iran.

Sen. John McCain of Ari-
zona, Obama’s one-time rival

SEE OBAMA ON PAGE 5
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Could drivers ever abide by cellphone ban?
LAW: NTSB
recommends banning
all phone activities.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS — Junior
Woods has a well-practiced
routine for conducting
business on the road: While
driving throughout rural
Arkansas, the electronics
salesman steals a glance at
his cellphone every so
often, checking for text
messages and emails.

“I can keep both hands
on the steering wheel and
just look down my nose
and read in 10-second inter-
vals,” Woods said in a

phone interview from
Rogers, Ark. “I’m actually
doing that right now.”

Like millions of other
Americans, Woods uses his
car as a mobile office, rely-
ing on his phone almost
every hour of every work-
day to stay productive and
earn a living. So would
drivers ever abide by a pro-
posed ban on almost all
cellphone use behind the
wheel, even if it is hands-
free? Could they afford to?

Those are just a few of
the questions looming over
a federal recommendation
that seeks to rein in what
has become an essential
tool of American business.

Woods said the ban, if

adopted, would devastate
his sales. Because he lives
in a rural state, his mini-
mum drive is an hour and a
half.

“If I have a 31⁄2-hour drive
to Little Rock, and I’ve got
100 messages to return, it’s
going to turn that into a six-
hour drive,” he said. “I’ve
got no secretary. I’m the
administrative assistant.
I’m the salesman. I’m the
sales director.”

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board
declared Tuesday that tex-
ting, emailing or chatting
while driving is just too
dangerous to be allowed
anywhere in the United
States. It urged all states to

impose total bans except
for emergencies.

The NTSB, an independ-
ent agency that investigates
accidents and makes safety
recommendations, doesn’t
have the power to impose
regulations or make grants.
But its suggestions carry
significant weight with
lawmakers and regulators.

Still, a decision rests with
the states, meaning that 50
separate legislatures would
have to act. And many law-
makers are just as wedded
to their cellphones as
Woods.

“I think all of us have
mixed feelings on this
issue. How could you not?”
said U.S. Rep. Gerry Con-

nolly, whose northern Vir-
ginia district has some of
the longest, most traffic-
choked commutes in the
country.

Before going to Con-
gress, the Democrat spent
most of his career at the
county level, driving
around Fairfax County with
his cellphone. Now he
commutes to Capitol Hill
by carpool or mass transit
so he can use his phone
without getting behind the
wheel.

While he’s sympathetic
to the NTSB’s safety con-
cerns, he said, a blanket ban
on cellphone use would be

SEE BAN ON PAGE 5

UNLOADING:
Paige
Levandowski,
Jenny
McKenna
and Alison O’
Hearn load a
truck with
butternut
squash
donated by
Kludt
Brothers
during
Saturday’s
food delivery.

Marijuana flung
from car pelts
Oregon trooper 
EUGENE Ore. (AP) — An

Oregon state trooper says
he was giving chase at
more than 100 mph when
suspects in the car ahead
ripped open half-pound
bags of marijuana and
began flinging it out of the
window.
Trooper Clay Core tells the

Eugene Register-Guard that
the pot was "pelting my car"
as the chase continued
north Monday night along
Interstate 5 toward Eugene.
Eventually, the car

stopped, and officers
detained two Washington
state men on several
charges, including
tampering with evidence.
Core says jettisoning the
pot was an unsuccessful
attempt to get rid of
evidence.
Between the car and what

officers found along the
interstate, Core says, 
5 pounds of pot was
retrieved.

NE Climate Center
lists odds for
white Christmas 
ITHACA (AP) — Climate

experts at Cornell University
have made their annual
predictions about the
probability of a white
Christmas, while noting that
December is shaping up as
the 12th month in a row of
above-normal temperatures
in the Northeast.
Pinkham Notch, N.H., tops

the list from the Northeast
Regional Climate Center
with a 95 percent
probability of an inch or
more of snow on the
ground on Dec. 25. New
York City gets a 12 percent
chance of a white
Christmas.

2-hour closing
today for 
J-R offices
The Medina Journal-

Register office will close for
two hours today, from noon
to 2 p.m. The office will
reopen from 2 to 5 p.m.

   


